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The title of this morning’s message is “God Will Change the World.”  The prophet Isaiah now 

points us to a time when the true, thorough, joyful, extensive transformation that our hearts long 

for will spread all across the circle of the earth. 

 

It will come with the appearance of the Messiah to reign as King.  The knowledge  of the Lord is 

going to cover the earth in the same way that the waters cover the sea.  And Christ Jesus is going 

to change everything.   

 

As we prepare for the reading of this marvelous Scripture, let me remind you of the backdrop 

from which this prophetic vision rises.  The previous section of Isaiah contained in Chapter 9 and 

Verse 8 through Chapter 10 and Verse 34, presents a picture of pervasive sin and total ruin.   

 

That section of Scripture culminates as the infestation of human pride like a vast forest is 

chopped down.  Now bare stumps are found as far as the eye can see.  Idolatrous Israel and 

arrogant Assyria had been cut down to size.  No branches were waving in the wind.  No birds 

were flitting and chirping.  No sweet aroma of pine filled the air.  Yet, from this landscape of 

death and judgment and ruin hope arises and springs forth.   

 

Isaiah gave us the vision of this beginning in Chapter 11 and Verse 1 through Verse 16.  Follow 

along as I read this text.  

 
1
There shall come forth shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the Spirit of counsel and might, 

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3
And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 

and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
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6
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

and a little child shall lead them. 
7
The cow and the bear shall graze; 

their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9
They shall not hurt or destroy 

in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 

 
10

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the 

peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
11

In that day the LORD will extend his hand yet a second time to recover the 

remnant that remains of his people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from 

Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the sea. 

 
12

He will raise a signal for the nations 

and will assemble the banished of Israel, 

and gather the dispersed of Judah 

from the four corners of the earth. 
13

The jealousy of Ephraim shall depart, 

and those who harass Judah shall be cut off; 

Ephraim shall not be jealous of Judah, 

and Judah shall not harass Ephraim. 
14

But they shall swoop down on the shoulder of the Philistines in the west, 

and together they shall plunder the people of the east. 

They shall put out their hand against Edom and Moab, 

and the Ammonites shall obey them. 
15

And the LORD will utterly destroy  

the tongue of the Sea of Egypt, 

and will wave his hand over the River 

with his scorching breath, 

and strike it into seven channels, 

and he will lead people across in sandals. 
16

And there will be a highway from Assyria 

for the remnant that remains of his people, 

as there was for Israel 

when they came up from the land of Egypt. 

 

And because the Spirit of the knowledge and the fear of the Lord has spoken to us here in this 

place, we say AMEN, and may God bless the reading of His Word. 
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As we open God’s Word this morning to this particular passage of Scripture, I cannot help but 

think of the countless leaders that have promised to bring change to the world.  This week I 

found a list of presidential campaign slogans reaching all the way back to the year 1840.  It was 

really interesting to see the lofty promises contained in those pledges, especially in recent 

decades of the repeated promises to bring change. 

 

In 2008, Barack Obama ran under the campaign slogan, “Change we can believe in.”  That same 

year, Hilary Clinton also appealed to change in her bid, “Ready for change, ready to lead.”  In 

the time previous to that, the actual word change was used by that feisty, powerhouse of a 

businessman, Ross Perot.  His similar slogan was, “Leadership for a change.”   

 

That slogan really interested me because that could have a dual meaning depending on where 

you put the emphasis.  Leadership for change, like we are really going to bring it.  We are 

bringing the change.  Or it could be, Leadership for change, like can we really get some capable 

leaders here? 

 

So many leaders have promised to bring change and yet we look around and we see with our 

eyes how this world continues on its course filled with corruption.  We see this world continuing 

in its way filled with impurity and moral rebellion.  We see it continuing on its way filled with 

violence, filled with abuse, filled with darkness, and filled with grief.  It all seems to be 

increasing with the passing of time.   

 

I do not mean to say that along the way there has not been very capable and worthy leaders used 

by the Lord.  But the question is: what human leader is there that can really shift the tide of sin 

and depravity that was set in motion and put on its course when Adam sinned in the Garden of 

Eden?  What human leader can turn that around?  

 

Now we praise God that Christ Jesus came into the world the first time.  Christ Jesus came into 

the world with His mission of forgiving grace, dying on the cross, sin imputed to Him, and on 

the cross He was crucified and He paid the price for human iniquity.  

 

We praise God that that message of forgiveness and new life in Christ is spreading across this 

dark and fallen world, saving sinners and producing pockets of peace and light and truth that we 

call the true church of the Living God.  We thank God that there is a word and a power of 

transformation that is spreading.   

 

In view of all of the evil and sorrow on this globe, we praise God that King Jesus is coming back 

a second time.  We are looking forward to the return of the King.  It is going to happen!  And 

Christ Jesus is the only one truly qualified and capable of bringing transformation to this world 

that is comprehensive and absolute.   

 

And Isaiah is telling us about it this morning.  He is placing the picture of total transformation 

that Jesus is going to bring to this earth when He comes back at His second coming.  As we can 

even see here in the text, it is a sight to behold and it will be even better to be a part of. 
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As we get ourselves oriented to look into some of the details that are in this passage, let me give 

you a reminder of how heaven is being played out.  God’s plan for heaven is occurring in stages.  

There are three phases of heaven that we have to do with. 

 

Heaven is the word that we use for God’s glorious dwelling place with His people.  This is 

heaven.  The first and current phase of heaven is often referred to as the intermediate state.  Jesus 

called it Paradise.  What did He tell the repentant thief on the cross who asked Jesus to remember 

him in His kingdom?  Jesus said, “Truly, today you will be with me in Paradise.”  This is the 

current phase of heaven. 

 

Paradise is the place of the souls of the church and the people of God in Christ made perfect.  It 

is a place where the souls of believers, with the tents of their body’s left behind, springing up 

into the presence of the Lord full of humanity and personality and personhood.  That is the 

current heaven.  They are there rejoicing in the Lord as they look forward to  the resurrection.   

 

That brings us to the second phase of heaven, and that is the Millennium.  This is the 1,000 Year 

Messianic Golden Age that Christ is going to bring upon this earth at His Second Coming.  The 

resurrected Jesus is coming back and when He comes back, He is going to raise up His people, 

His church; His elect.   

 

Jesus is going to raise them up.  So that if you are here on earth at the Second Coming of Jesus, 

there is going to be a thing called translation where your body is going to be resurrected.  Then 

for those who are in Christ with their souls in heaven, they are going to be reunited with the dust 

that remains of their bodies.   

 

Bodies are going to be resurrected, just like Adam was created from dust, we will be resurrected 

from the former substance of our bodies in new and imperishable and glorious bodies that are 

going to last forever.  The second phase is the Millennium Kingdom that Scripture teach us 

about.  Jesus is going to lift the curse that was placed on all of creation after Adam’s sin and He 

is going to reign on earth for a period that Revelation Chapter 20 identifies as 1,000 years. 

 

Phase three is the Eternal State.  The New Heavens and the New Earth.  The complete 

renovation and elevation of all things forever.  This is the everlasting age to come.  It is the final 

phase.   

 

Now let me say this:  among believing brothers and sisters in Christ, some people take the 

Millennium symbolically.  So the teaching of the 1,000 years is symbolic of the perfect reign of 

Christ through the church now.  That is how some people understand the Millennium.  The 

teaching of Bethel Grace and what I understand is that there is a literal 1,000 Year Messanic 

Golden Age on this initial earth that God created. 

 

The text this morning sets our attention on that reign of Christ and it describes the total 

transformation that Jesus is going to bring to the earth that is under our feet right now—this 

planet.  It is an awesome, glorious picture that is presented to us.   
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Let us understand that the teaching of end times prophecy is not given to us to turn us into a 

bunch of eschatology nerds.  Although sometimes I might be guilty of just that.  I love 

eschatology.  I love teaching about the prophetic future that the Lord is preparing for us.  

Eschatology means last things.  Future things.   

 

However, in the end, the Lord teaches us about things to come not to make us into big-headed, 

egg-headed people but into people being renewed by the transformation of their minds; being 

transformed by the renewing of their minds so that their hearts are enlarged with love for the 

Kingdom of God; so that when Christ in His first coming, He was the presence of the future with 

all of the healing that He was bringing and the truth that He was proclaiming. 

 

God tells us about the future, so that even now as a church we can be an outpost of the current 

heaven and the presence of things to come filled with the power of the truth and the Spirit of 

God.  This is here to change us; to give us the living hope that we convey to one another as 

followers of Jesus in the midst of the sufferings and the hardships we experience.   

 

And it is also given to us that we will reach out to a dying world with the future that Christ is 

preparing as entered in through the way of the cross and the empty grave.  Now Jesus, He is 

going to bring wonderful changes to this world.  It is going to be awesome, capital AWEsome.  

And we have this picture laid before us  

 

In time that we have ahead of us, I want to share with you four points about Christ and the 

Kingdom that He is to bring.  We are going to see what is distinct about our Messiah as an 

absolutely unique, set apart, holy world leader. 

 

We will see what is so distinct about Jesus and what makes Jesus so qualified and capable.  And 

we ae going to see what is distinct about the reign that He is going to bring—in distinction to 

what the earth is currently experiencing   

 

As we dig into this portion of Scripture:What’s distinct about the Messiah and His reign?  First 

we see, 

 

1. The Messiah will reign as the Divine Davidic King (11:1, 10) 

 

Jesus is to reign as the Divine Davidic King.  That is to say that He is God, yet He is God 

somehow with human lineage.  That is what we are going to be celebrating at Christmas, 

brothers and sisters—the incarnation of God in Christ.   

 

Jesus reigns as the Divine Davidic King.  Look at what it says in Chapter 11 and Verse 1: 

 
1
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

 

In the Old Testament Scriptures, we read of a man named Jesse who lived in the village called 

Bethlehem.  Jesse had a son named David who became the greatest King in the history of Old 

Testament Israel.  King David, the son of Jesse, received a promise from God that one of his 
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descendants, somebody in his offspring, would be established upon the throne of Israel and that 

this one from his loins would reign on the throne forever and ever over all the nations of the 

earth.  This is the shoot of Jesse that is being spoken of here. 

 

This is the Messiah.  This is Jesus growing up out of the fallen stump of the Davidic Line as a 

fresh, green twig in the midst of all the ruin, and who is going to grow into a vibrant tree bearing 

much fruit, which is going to be the transformation of the world that belongs to Him.  So He is 

the Davidic King.  He is the fulfillment of this promise and this covenant to King David.  It is 

Christ!   

 

However, you notice something else in this text.  It gets interesting because in Verse 1, Jesus is 

called a shoot from the stump of Jesse.  But did you notice what it said in Verse 10?   

 
10

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the 

peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be 

glorious. 

 

In Verse 1, Jesus is called the shoot, the outgrowth, but in Verse 10, He is called the root, which 

is the source, which is underground.  A shoot and root are not the same thing.  They are distinct 

from one another. 

 

Did Isaiah make a typo when he was typing out his manuscript?  Or was there an error on the 

part of Isaiah’s scribe as he was prophesying and speaking forth these words?  No!  This was 

absolutely intentional. 

 

Jesus is both the root and shoot of Jesse.  As the root, He was before Jesse and David.  As the 

shoot, He has come after Jesse and David.  As the root, He is the source of life and nutrition for 

the entire family line.  And as the shoot, He is the outgrowth of it.  He is both at the same time.  

Jesus is the alpha and the omega.  He is the beginning and the end. 

 

This is speaking to us of the dual nature of the Christ, King Jesus.  God who creates and sustains 

everything, yet God entering into the world of His creation through a family line.  With human 

heritage.  He is God and He is man.  As such, He alone is powerful to transform this world.   

 

And the pastoral application that Isaiah saw for the future is that the redeemed of all of the 

nations of the earth, every single country, tongue, tribe, and nation, are going to say, “Let’s go 

and let’s inquire of the Lord.  Let’s hear His teaching.”  Messiah will have a teaching ministry in 

the future. 

 

So the application for us even here and now:  In the midst of the things that trouble our hearts 

and times of great joy and peace, and times of anguish and heaviness, and times of anxiety, 

whatever it is, we go to Christ with our burdens and we inquire of Him who is the root and the 

shoot who is God and man.  He is the great sympathetic Priest-King who identifies, loves, has 

mercy and understanding and wisdom for the people that are so close to His heart, for His 

church, and for His bride.  We go to Jesus. 

 



7 

 

 

Are you suffering under anything right now?  Bring your burdens to the Lord, to Christ who is 

the shoot and the root.  The beginning and the end.  He is there to see you through when you 

come to Him.  Praise God for the people He places around us in whom His Spirit works, but we 

go to Jesus.   

 

What’s unique about Jesus?  He is divine and Davidic.  He is God and He is man.  We are 

looking forward to celebrating that and worshiping Him for who He is all through the month of 

December, as if we are not doing it by His Spirit’s leading all along. 

 

We continue.  What is distinct about the Messiah and His reign?  As we go into this text and see 

some of the things that are at the end of the prophesy, we are going to see some things He will do 

at the outset of His kingdom—the judgment that He is going to bring. We will see that at the end.  

 

However, first we need to see that in all of the work that He does, He is uniquely anointed with 

the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

2. The Messiah will be uniquely anointed with the Holy Spirit (11:2-5) 

 

That is what the word Messiah means.  It means the anointed one.  And Jesus is absolutely 

saturated and overflowing with the power of the Holy Spirit.  The second person of the Trinity is 

united with the third person of the Trinity, under the smile of the first person of the Trinity who 

is the Father as Jesus is ruling the world with wisdom that is astonishing in the power of the 

Triune God with the blessing of the Holy Spirit. 

 

We see this as we look at what is in Verse 2: 

 
2
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 

 

That is the divine personhood of the third person of the Trinity.  He is the Spirit of God.  The 

Spirit of the Lord.  With the power of the Holy Spirit, the Messiah is going to be the One who is  

anointed with the Spirit of wisdom and understanding. 

 

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

 

Wisdom is the vast reservoir.  Understanding is the careful and particularly directed outflow of 

that vast reservoir of wisdom for each particular situation.  He has the ability to see the heart of 

each issue at hand and respond to it perfectly. 

 

the Spirit of counsel and might, 

 

He is anointed with the Spirit of counsel and might.  I wonder how many of you have noticed 

that it is one thing to know what you are supposed to do, but it is another thing in difficult 

situations to have the strength and the fortitude to carry it out. 
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Not only will He have the perfect counsel, but He will have the substance in every situation to 

bring it to pass without flinching.  This is our King, our Christ, our Messiah filled with the Holy 

Spirit, but He is filled with: 

 

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 

The Spirit of God is the one searching the deep things of who God is.  And with that knowledge 

of who God is, comes the profound reverence and worshipful fear of the power and the might of 

the infinite and omnipotent and holy God of all creation. 

 

So the Spirit of God is filling Him in all of these ways, and Christ will bring this kind of 

thorough, pervasive transformation to all of the earth, because He has the full anointing of the 

Holy Spirit and is in full possession of all of the virtues that the Holy Spirit is empowering in 

Him all the more in the union of the Triune God. 

 

Brothers and sisters, pray for your leaders.  Pray for leaders across the land.  Pray for the leaders 

in this church.  We need your prayers.  We want to lead like this.  We want to be as Christ, filled 

with the power of the Holy Spirit, and how we need Him. 

 

Pray that there will be more of this Christ-like leadership in us as we look forward to the day 

when we will be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit to bring total change in a way that is all 

consuming.  Christ is the King. 

 
3
And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 

and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

 

In Verses 3 through 5, we see how He responds to the fullness of the Spirit personally and 

officially in His person and in His office.  How is He responding to the fullness of the Spirit?  
3
And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.   

 

This is what is happening in His person—delighting in the ways of God.  The word delight is 

related to the word fragrance.  The fear of the Lord will be a sweet aroma to the Messiah.  Here 

is a portrait of God in the Messiah delighting in God.  The second person of the Trinity savoring 

reverential, respectful, joyful worship of the Triune God.  He is just going to love knowing God 

and making God known.   
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We see in the remainder of Verse 3 that in His office He will have profound discernment to 

distinguish between appearance and reality.  I wonder how many of even the most skillful human 

leaders and judges have been deceived or mislead by cleaver people who know how to 

manipulate things?  Nobody is going to be manipulating Jesus when He comes in His judgment.   

 

He is going to judge with absolute righteousness.  He is going to be clothed in righteousness and 

justice.  His rule will correct all of the injustices and the iniquitous decrees that we have been 

forced to accept in this world   

 

He is going to change it all.  It is going to be the reign of complete righteousness.  He is going to 

judge the poor with justice.  That does not mean that He is going to be slanted in their favor, it 

just means that He is going to be hearing their cause.  Poor people are capable of sin and 

manipulation too.  And so are the rich. 

 

But so often in Israel the poor would not even get a hearing because they could not get give the 

bribe.  But now they are going to have their chance and in the end, Jesus is going to be judging in 

favor of the meek of the earth as His Kindgom is coming in power.  It is beautiful and it is 

glorious to behold. 

 

Because Christ is Divine and Davidic, because He is filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, He 

is the One with the moral integrity such that He deserves to rule the world, and He will.  Christ is 

the fulfillment of the temple of the Holy Spirit, and the Spirit is going to be powerfully at work 

in Him. 

 

What is distinct about the Messiah and His reign?  Here is something else about His reign: 

 

3. The Messiah will bring harmony back to the natural realm (11:6-9) 

 

I bring that word back in because I think this is harkening back to the pre-curse earth in Genesis 

Chapters 1 and 2.  He is going to bring harmony back to the natural world.  Look at Verses 6 and 

7: 

 
6
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

and a little child shall lead them. 
7
The cow and the bear shall graze; 

their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 

We see here in this text profound imagery of harmony in the animal kingdom. 

 

Some interpreters that I respect deeply say that this is symbolic language and that this pictures 

His power to tame the fierce, carnivorous, power-hungry nations of the earth—like Russia and 

Ukraine lying down peacefully together.  North Korea and South Korea.  Under the power of the 

Messiah, the elect among them both finally at peace. 
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That is how some would interpret this, but I am not among those who interpret it that way, even 

though I am fully convinced that Christ is going to bring absolute pervasive peace to the nations 

of the earth because we are going to be seeing the power and the glory of the King.   

 

What I understand is this: I am taking this quite literally because the Millennial reign of the 

Messiah will be a time when all that was lost by the first Adam will be regained by the last 

Adam.   

 

In the eternal state, the last Adam is going to exceed it all even still.  But in the Millennium we 

are going to see what could have been on this earth before the entire huge renovation.  We are 

going to see what could have been on this earth had the sin of Genesis Chapter 3 had not 

occurred.   

 

In the same way that the first Adam was able to interact personally and intimately with all of the 

animal species of the earth, Christ the last Adam will be extending perfect dominion over the 

animal realm, which will be the fulfillment of the first Adam.  Jesus is going to give us the 

enjoyment of participating in that. 

 

Have you ever not just longed to go up to a Grizzly Bear and have a full on rough and tumble 

with it?  Wouldn’t that be awesome if we could?  Lions and tigers are so amazing.  I think all of 

the animal realm is just absolutely amazing.  And what we have here is total harmony with them, 

just as it was in Genesis Chapters 1 and 2. 

 

We look at what it said back in Verses 6 and 7 and we see that the categories of predator and 

prey fall away.  We see that by the creative power of Christ, carnivores become herbivores.  Yes 

Jesus has power to do that.  If He can create the entire universe and uphold it by His power, He 

can change the digestive properties a lion. 

 

So much prophesy is filled with poetic language.  So when we are talking about things that 

pertain to the Millennium, I’m going to tell you with enthusiasm what I believe.  I am a very, 

very enthusiastic Pre-Millennialist.  There is going to be a thousand year reign.  I am convinced 

of this and I want to convince you of it, because I think that is what the Bible teaches. 

 

But in the midst of it, there is poetry and there are different levels of symbolism.  So that is why 

there are brothers and men of God who see more symbolism than I do.  And I am seeing it more 

literally than they do.  With children and infants, this is just telling us that even the most frail of 

human beings can totally enjoy these once fearsome animals.  

 

Notice in Verse 6, that the little child is leading the lion, the fattened calf, the bear, the leopard, 

the lamb and the rest.  That is the fulfillment of Gensis Chapter 1 and Verse 28 with the little 

child leading them. 

 

Then Isaiah had another good surprise for us: 
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8
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9
They shall not hurt or destroy 

in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 

 

He spoke of snakes, including cobras and adders.  Here with two references to the snake, Isaiah 

shouted to us about the removal of the curse of Genesis Chapter 3.  With the power behind the 

serpent now chained up and bound in a prison, even the serpent is going to be set free from the 

bondage of the curse.  That is what Isaiah is telling us with the dual reference of poisonous 

snakes.  There are awesome things for us to see here in this passage of Scripture. 

 

God is going to change the world and we are going to see it even in the animal realm.  Later on 

in the text, Isaiah talked about how the deserts are going to blossom.  It is like the earth becomes 

Eden.  

 

At the center of it all, the main attraction is not the bear, the lion, the cobra—all of the elements 

of the natural realm—but the main feature is going to be King Christ reigning over it all with the 

wonders of His love, because Jesus is the author of it all.  When we look into the things to come, 

what Jesus prepares for us is not some kind of boring, bland, ethereal mediocrity, but He is 

preparing wonders and glories and joys that are going to be awesome for us to experience. 

 

You are going to want to be a part of it.  And here in this text, Isaiah told us how we will be a 

part of it. 

 
9
They shall not hurt or destroy 

in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 
 

It is from the knowledge of the Lord, knowing God personally.  Through faith in Christ is the 

way in.  Knowing God.  Knowing the One who died for us.  This is what Jesus said the night 

before His crucifixion.  John Chapter 17 and Verses 1 through 3: 

 
1
When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said,  

“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 
2
since 

you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have 

given him.  
3
And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 

 

Knowing the holiness of God, confessing our sin, knowing Christ who was crucified for that sin 

and who rose from the grave, having sin forgiven in Him.  That is how we enter into the glorious 

future that Christ has prepared. 

 

The final point is contained in Verse 10-16 is that: 
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4. The Messiah will bring pervasive peace among the nations of the earth (11:10-16) 

 
10

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the 

peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be 

glorious. 
11

In that day the LORD will extend his hand yet a second time to recover the 

remnant that remains of his people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from 

Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the sea. 
12

He will raise a signal for the nations 

and will assemble the banished of Israel, 

and gather the dispersed of Judah 

from the four corners of the earth. 
13

The jealousy of Ephraim shall depart, 

and those who harass Judah shall be cut off; 

Ephraim shall not be jealous of Judah, 

and Judah shall not harass Ephraim. 
14

But they shall swoop down on the shoulder of the Philistines in the west, 

and together they shall plunder the people of the east. 

They shall put out their hand against Edom and Moab, 

and the Ammonites shall obey them. 
15

And the LORD will utterly destroy  

the tongue of the Sea of Egypt, 

and will wave his hand over the River 

with his scorching breath, 

and strike it into seven channels, 

and he will lead people across in sandals. 
16

And there will be a highway from Assyria 

for the remnant that remains of his people, 

as there was for Israel 

when they came up from the land of Egypt. 

 

If I can give you the highlights of what we find in these verses, this peace is going to be 

experienced between Gentile nations and the Jewish nation and Israel.  All of the Jews and 

Gentiles that throughout the history of the plan of redemption could not stand each other, in 

Christ they are redeemed and are in full harmony and rejoicing in the Lord together.   

 

And within the nation of Israel, the tribes will be reunited.  If you look to the end of the book of 

Revelation, you will find the names of the twelve apostles and you will also find the names of 

the twelve tribes of Israel.  Israel will be a presence, and it is going to be beautiful and glorious. 

 

This text speaks to us about it.  Christ is the banner.  

 
12

He will raise a signal for the nations 

and will assemble the banished of Israel, 

and gather the dispersed of Judah 
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from the four corners of the earth. 

 

Jesus is the signal.  This can be translated flag.  Jesus is the one who gets all of our attention.  

We see Christ.  We see His goodness.  We see His power.  We see His righteousness and His 

grace and we are all drawn to Christ.  And the closer we are drawn to Christ, the closer we come 

to one another so that there is harmony and so that there is peace. 

 

That peace occurs among the nations of the earth where previously there had been extreme 

prejudice and hatred between races.  That prejudice has been all over the earth throughout its 

history.  But now, harmony with all flesh.  And within Jew and Gentile. 

 

Do you remember how throughout Isiaih we have been talking about the divided kingdom—

Israel to the north and Judah to the south—look again at what Verse 12 tells us:  

 
12

He will raise a signal for the nations 

and will assemble the banished of Israel, 

and gather the dispersed of Judah 

from the four corners of the earth. 

 

Judah to the north.  Israel to the south.  United in the Kingdom of the Messiah.  All of the 

jealousy taken away. 

 

There is a great second exodus.  This test says that God is going to recover them all and bring 

them all back for the second time.  The great first exodus was from Egypt, then it will be from all 

the nations of the earth. At the onset of the Millennium, Christ is going to bring them all back.  

 

Verses 15 and 16, indicates the supernatural power of Christ in paving the way for this.  And 

here we see at the heart of it there is going to be peace and healing and Shalom among the 

brothers.  The jealousy will be done away with. 

 

I have been reading a book that I am almost finished with.  It is called East of Eden by John 

Steinbeck.  It is a retelling of the story of Cain and Able.  Watch out, though, because Steinbeck 

gives some of his own interpretations of it, which is not correct. 

 

There is a profound moment toward the end of the book where the one brother who represents 

Cain is just so jealous of his father’s favor upon the other son.  He knows he is burning with 

jealousy and just can’t contain it. 

 

Isn’t it amazing how even within families there can be envy?  And even in churches, there can be 

envy.  Remember how Paul used some of the language in the New Testament for Galatia, used of 

the twelve tribes, saying, “If you don’t watch out, you are going to devour one another.” 

 

And there is even jealousy even in churches.  True confession: sometimes pastors get jealous of 

each other.  What!?  All throughout even the redeemed people, we see somebody else getting 

credit for something that we think we should get credit for, and we have so much ego that issues 

forth in bitterness and jealousy.   
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All of that is healed.  Jealousy and foul anger and corruption within is all gone.  Goodbye, sin.  

That is what Paul was talking about in Romans Chapter 8, how all of creation waits in eager 

expectation for the sons of god to be revealed at the second coming of Christ; when this earth 

will be relieved of its bondage to decay.  The animal realm is on its tippy-toes, waiting.  The 

deserts are on their tippy-toes, waiting.  And we in Christ are going to be set free.   

 

This passage also talks about how Israel, at the second coming of Christ as the Millennial reign is 

at its outset, they are going be in the hands of God.  The axe, the whip, for the unrepentant 

nations of the earth—Christ is going to do a lot of this cleansing of judgment personally.  And 

here in Isaiah and in Zechariah, it is indicated that Christ is going to use Israel as well.  This is 

pretty awesome to think about. 

 

But the bottom line is this:  at the end of time, Christ is going to have peace with the 

transformation of some and the destruction of others.  He will be unflinching and unhesitant in 

His judgment through eternity upon unrepentant sin.  This is true. 

 

But, praise God, He was nailed to the cross as a substitute for sinners such as us, so that we may 

enter future glory by grace and live with Him now by grace.  Christ will have the victory.  Christ 

will bring transformation.  Christ is going to change everything, and we are going to be set free, 

enjoying it all.   

 

If you surrender to Him now, you will be a part of the triumph then.  If you hold on to your own 

sense of moral and spiritual autonomy now and you don’t confess your sins before the Lord, if 

you try to have the victory now, you are going to be defeated and come under eternal woe then. 

 

So the Gospel call comes forth.  Jesus saves sinners.  Jesus changes everything.  He invites 

sinners to come to be forgiven, to be filled with His Spirit, and to live the new life in this world 

and to enter into the great transformation that is to come. 

 

Jesus is going to change everything so let’s go to the One who is going to do it all.  Will you join 

me in a word of prayer? 

 

 

 


